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PRESIDENT’S OVERVIEW:

THE ISSUES  
FOR 2020

If we’re honest with ourselves, we all knew this moment 
would come – the moment when the Washington, D.C. “Swamp” 
would boil over with the fever of impeaching this President.

After all, Donald Trump committed the ultimate political 
crime by defeating the Washington, D.C. “Swamp’s” chosen 
candidate, Hillary Clinton, in 2016.

From then on, it seemed like a matter of “when” – not “if.”
The first excuse was when the President fired FBI Director 

James Comey – who was memorably described as “Leaker of 
the Free World” by the New York Post

Then, it was the Mueller Report that was supposed to doom 
this President.  But that turned out to be nothing but a dud.

Now that House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and House 
Intelligence Chairman Adam Schiff (D-CA) are pressing 
forward once again with impeachment, Rep. Maxine Waters 
(D-CA) is saying, “Impeachment is not good enough 
for Trump. He needs to be imprisoned & placed in 
solitary confinement.”

By Adam Brandon
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It’s not just President Trump that’s drawing the ire of 
today’s radical Left.  

The one-year anniversary of Justice Brett Kavanaugh’s 
confirmation to the U.S. Supreme Court brought renewed 
pressure by the Left to impeach him as well – buoyed by 
yet another laughable smear job by reporters for The New 
York Times.

Not long before, several Democrat Senators – including 
Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI), Richard Blumenthal (D-CT), 
Mazie Hirono (D-HI), Richard Durbin (D-IL), and Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-NY) – sent a stunning threat to the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

With a new conservative majority, these Senators stated, 
“The Supreme Court is not well.  And people know it.”

Then they proceeded to demand the court “heal” (i.e. 
follow left-wing marching orders) or “face restructuring.”

So what does all of this mean?
It means that (if it wasn’t already near the top of the list) 

left-wing insanity just became one of the very biggest issues 
on the docket as we head into 2020.

For these radicals, impeaching the President and packing 
the U.S. Supreme Court is just a “start.”  

From there, they’ll ram through Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez’s “Green New Deal,” destroy American healthcare with 
“Medicare for All,” and open our borders to ensure illegal 
immigrants get the final say on who enters our country (not 
law-abiding Americans).

And then they’ll ram through a massive anti-free speech 
bill like H.R. 1 to ensure you and I can’t say a peep about it.

Even Facebook Founder Mark Zuckerberg – who, along 
with other social media behemoths has worked to silence 

conservative voices – was caught worrying aloud that  
Senator Elizabeth Warren would win the White House!

On every issue – from the economy, to socialism versus 
free markets, to taxes, to the federal courts, to the Deep 
State, to immigration, to protecting the First Amendment – 
conservatives have reason to be optimistic.

But it’s not going to happen without a fight – not with the 
dirty tricks the opponents of freedom are now resorting to.

The good news is, your support for FreedomWorks is 
helping us lay the groundwork for a successful 2020.

In fact, in the following pages of this magazine, you’ll see 
how your contributions are making a difference – whether 
that’s battling socialist price controls on prescription drugs, 
implementing our “Dirty Thirty” Campaign Plan to help take 
back the House in 2020, our work educating the American 
people on free market economics through the Center for 
Economic Freedom, or the Regulatory Action Center’s efforts 
to unwind the Regulatory State.

This magazine is reserved for investors as a way to 
say “thank you” for supporting us and show you how your 
generosity is making an impact.

I hope you like what you see.
With the impeachment battle raging and 2020 right 

around the corner, we’re counting on your support more than 
ever.  I know you understand the stakes.

Adam Brandon, President
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When John Tamny joined FreedomWorks to serve as the 
Director of the Center for Economic Freedom, he brought with 
him a unique vision to reinvigorate discourse in Washington, D.C. 
about the importance of a sound, stable dollar. 

As Tamny saw it, the conversation about the wisdom of 
a sound, well-defined currency had faded to a whisper, the 
champions of the cause all but gone silent. In the silence, a quiet 
crisis had crept into the U.S. financial system – the dollar’s value, 
once so reliable, was in a state of flux, largely due to its status as 
a “floating” currency. 

As Tamny understood, an unstable dollar discourages 
investments by disrupting the real value of stock market 
shares as the dollar’s value waxed and waned. The threat to the 
American economy is real, yet hardly anyone talks about it.

Today, John Tamny and the Center for Economic Freedom 
(CEF) are taking the helm and steering the discussion back 

toward this pressing issue for the American people, educating 
lawmakers one by one to spread the gospel of sound money 
when and where no one else is. 

From there, CEF and FreedomWorks are working with these 
members to build a coalition in Congress dedicated to defining 
and thus stabilizing the dollar.

From the beginning of this project, it was clear that John 
Tamny and CEF would have their work cut out for them. There 
were no other groups making a significant effort to raise 
awareness on sound money issues in Congress. So Tamny and 
CEF would be going into Congress alone. 

Making the journey to Capitol Hill alone might have discouraged 
some people, but it only steeled Tamny’s resolve. Immediately, CEF 
set to work developing a plan of action starting with research.

Through an extensive study of committee assignments, 
bill sponsorships, and press releases, CEF developed a list 

By David Voegtle
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of representatives and senators who might be receptive to a 
conversation about bringing stability back to the dollar. CEF 
reached out to these offices to discuss sound money.

As the CEF team began correspondence with offices on 
Capitol Hill, it became apparent that there was a keen – if 
untapped - interest in Congress about strengthening the dollar. 
In no time at all, John Tamny was scheduled for his first round of 
meetings with more to follow soon after. 

As Tamny entered the first round of meetings, it wasn’t clear 
what CEF should expect.

Would the offices be receptive to the case Tamny intended 
to make for sound money, or would they reject it?

The answer became apparent almost immediately. As 
the meetings continued, feedback from the offices was 
consistent: that Tamny was one of the only, if not the only, 
visitor they ever had specifically discussing the topic of 
sound money. As Tamny visited office after office, another 
consistency became evident: that this was an idea that could 
gain traction on Capitol Hill. 

The staffers which Tamny met with tended on the whole 
to see the merits of a stronger dollar, even going so far as to 
request that Tamny come back to speak directly with their 
members. 

Tamny even got the chance to do precisely that in one 
meeting with the office of a representative from South Carolina 
– the representative himself sat in on the meeting, revealing an 
enthusiasm even among members of Congress to do something 
real about this issue.

The questions Tamny received during these meetings were 
encouraging as well. While some staffers would initially appear 
skeptical of the necessity of a strong dollar, Tamny was able to 
quickly assuage their concerns. 

For example, when asked whether a strong, backed currency 
could negatively impact exports by making U.S. goods more 
expensive overseas, Tamny assured staffers it would do no such 
thing. “There is no evidence that a strong currency hurts exports,” 
Tamny stated. 

The most common question asked of Tamny was what 
action the members themselves could take to jump-start 
this issue. The CEF Director’s answer was simple: bring this 
conversation to the people. “This is an issue that I think the 
people really care about – everyone benefits from a stable dollar, 
a dollar that retains its value over time,” Tamny would explain, 
“we just don’t have anyone talking about this, even though it’s 
such a crucial issue.”

For many offices, the lack of focus on strengthening 
the dollar was seen as the single biggest obstacle to making 
meaningful progress on this issue. The issue of sound money 
was important – pressing even – but the lack of any champion, 
in or out of Congress, had been a major hurdle to any substantive 
action to solve it. 

With the help of CEF, members of Congress looking to 
address this issue would now have a partner willing to help make 
this issue more of a priority. CEF, true to its goal of bringing 
its free market principles to legislators in a bold new way, is 
breaking new ground – and it’s only just getting started.

By the end of July, CEF had held twenty-three meetings with 
congressional offices, with eight more planned to take place 
after Congress’ summer recess. The meetings had demonstrated 
plainly what John Tamny had suspected all along: that the idea of 
strengthening the dollar by tying it to something concrete could 
be brought back into the national conversation. 

Far from being a non-starter, many offices were eager to 
move forward and make sound money a part of their legislative 
agenda. Some, like the office of Rep. Alex Mooney (R-WV), had 
even proposed bills of their own advocating a return to the gold 
standard in Congress prior to meeting with Tamny. 

But before CEF’s meetings on Capitol Hill, these offices had 
been working mostly independently of one another, assuming there 
was no existing coalition to turn to on matters of sound money.

The sound money meetings on Capitol Hill were conceived 
as a means to educate members and their staff on the merits 
of ensuring a truly stable dollar, but they also served as an 
educational opportunity for the CEF team as well. 

These meetings offered a chance to learn what steps should 
be taken to bring this issue back to the forefront of the national 
conversation and build a coalition willing to take action to solve it. 
CEF is sharing this newfound knowledge with more offices to help 
jump-start the process of building a coalition behind this issue.

John Tamny did not hold twenty-three meetings with 
congressional offices on sound money just to talk. 

In every single meeting, extensive notes were taken by a CEF 
team member, allowing CEF to keep track of where the offices 
stood on sound money. Thanks to these notes, CEF now has the 
ability to show members of Congress just how widespread the 
interest in sound money policy truly is, and offices that choose to 
put forward legislation to strengthen the U.S. dollar already have 
allies they can turn to on the Hill for support.

It may take some time to go from meetings to action, 
but John Tamny and CEF have already laid the groundwork 
for Congress to really begin moving on sound money. Moving 
forward, CEF will continue its work on sound money, taking all the 
necessary steps to ensure that a strong dollar gains the support 
it needs in Congress to become a reality.

David Voegtle, 
Program Coordinator  
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With the September 10, 2019 Special Election in North 
Carolina’s Ninth Congressional District, national media elites 
were salivating at the thought of declaring the 2020 elections 
over before they even started.  

After all, North Carolina is a presidential battleground. 
Special Elections are low turnout affairs, which favor energized 
voters. And open seat contests are notoriously unpredictable.  

When there’s a local cloud of scandal hovering over one 
party, the party with clean hands usually stands to gain. In this 
case, Democrats had the advantage.

You see, the reason for this North Carolina Special Election 
was a decision to invalidate Republican Representative Mark 
Harris’ 2018 victory due to ballot fraud. Knowing he couldn’t win, 
Rep. Harris decided not to run in the Special Election. 

That resulted in a contest between conservative Republican 
State Senator Dan Bishop and Democrat Dan McCready. While 
polls showed a razor-thin margin between the two candidates, 
news reports showed that McCready led in the money race 
spending $4.7 million to Bishop’s $1.9 million.

In other words, everything seemed to be going the 
Democrats’ way.

After reviewing Bishop’s strong record in the North Carolina 
State Legislature, FreedomWorks for America issued an 
endorsement and mobilized our activists in the Ninth District to 
do whatever we could to win this critical contest, focusing heavily 
on text messages and social media.

The good news is, we had some big help to go along with 
our efforts. With media elites touting this race as a “referendum 
on Trump,” the President himself held a last-minute rally in North 
Carolina for Bishop as well. 

That combination proved incredibly powerful.  
On Election Day alone, FreedomWorks for America sent 

out over 40,000 Get-Out-The-Vote text messages into North 
Carolina’s Ninth Congressional District.

That’s in a race where less than 200,000 people showed up 
to vote.

When the votes were counted, Bishop won by 4,000 votes.
Of course, after the race, the Democrats moved quickly to 

dismiss the results, ignoring advantages Democrats had in this 
race. The New York Times reported that the race “demonstrated 

warning signs for President Trump in 2020.” 
Now, they’re pointing to November “off-year” state legislative 

elections in Virginia and elsewhere to “prove” the President and 
Republicans are doomed in 2020.

But with the help of our supporters, FreedomWorks for 
America is engaged in that battle as well, while laying the 
groundwork for a strong victory in 2020.  That includes:

1. Building a grassroots army of 5,000 activists in each of 
our “Dirty Thirty” targeted House Districts. These are 
the 30 freshmen Democrat Representatives who won 
in districts President Trump won in 2016. Control of the 
U.S. House will be decided here. So FreedomWorks’ goal 
is to have a large enough activist base to ensure primary 
victory and drive turnout in 2020. 
As we enter the fall, we are doubling down on efforts 
to reach our grassroots goals ahead of the 2020 
primary season.

2. Finding and recruiting principled conservatives in 
each of our “Dirty Thirty” target districts focusing on 
candidates with compelling personal stories who can 
blaze the trail forward for the Republican Party’s next 
generation.

3. Standing with long-time congressional allies and 
potential new friends outside of our “Dirty Thirty” 
contests – like Rep. Dan Bishop in North Carolina’s 
Ninth Congressional District.

Following is a list of FreedomWorks for America’s initial 
endorsements for 2020, which include old friends, “Dirty Thirty” 
targets, and other races where we see opportunities to make 
big gains.

And we’re working on more, which we’ll announce in the 
coming weeks!

By Noah Wall

Noah Wall, Vice President of Advocacy

BIG WIN SECURED
AND 2020 ENDORSEMENTS BEGIN
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David Schweikert • AZ-06
Supporters of FreedomWorks should know U.S. Rep. David Schweikert well. He’s been a 
close ally of ours since running for Congress in 2010 as part of the Tea Party tidal wave. 

Since then, he’s earned a 96% FreedomWorks rating, proving himself to be unafraid to 
stand up to “The Swamp.” Most recently, Rep. Schweikert voted against the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2019, which was introduced without any markups or hearings. The bill 
allowed for an irresponsible authorization to increase spending. We applaud Rep. Schweikert 
for his dedication to fiscal responsibility and are proud to endorse his 2020 reelection run. 
This race is rated “Lean Republican” by Cook Political Report.

John James • MI
John James nearly shocked the political world in 2018, coming up just short against 
Democrat incumbent Debbie Stabenow in a race many had already written off.  This year, 
he’s already gaining national attention for his bid against Democrat incumbent Gary Peters.  

With Michigan sure to be a top battleground for both the 2020 presidential race and senate 
– and John James’ unapologetic commitment to fiscal responsibility, liberty, and limited 
government – FreedomWorks is prepared to make Michigan a top target for 2020. This race 
is rated “Likely Democratic” by Cook Political Report.

Jeanne Ives • IL-06
Jeanne Ives has already proven herself a patriotic defender of freedom as a platoon leader 
in the United States Army and a three-term member of the Illinois State Legislature. With 
her battle-tested resolve and her tireless commitment to smaller government, lower taxes, 
and free markets, Illinois’ Sixth District could scarcely ask for a better person to send to 
Congress than Jeanne Ives. 

This swing district in the Chicago suburbs voted for Romney by an 8-point margin in 2012. 
But first-term Rep. Thomas Casten (D) scored an upset victory during the 2018 Midterms.  
It’s rated as “Lean Democratic” by Cook Political Report.

U.S. HOUSE ENDORSEMENTS

U.S. SENATE ENDORSEMENTS
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Yvette Herrell • NM-02
As a small business owner and a four-term member of the New Mexico State Legislature, 
Yvette Herrell is an embodiment of the best conservatism has to offer – a steadfast 
commitment to free enterprise, coupled with an unparalleled sense of public-spiritedness. 
There is no candidate running in New Mexico’s Second District better suited to bring the 
principles of small government and free markets to Congress than Yvette Herrell. 

This district went for President Trump by over ten points in 2016. Rep. Xochitl Torres Small 
(D) was elected in 2018 after the Republican who occupied the seat for the previous four 
terms retired. It’s rated as a “Toss Up” by Cook Political Report.

Rosemary Becchi • NJ-07
As a seasoned tax policy attorney, Becchi has served as an advisor to both the Internal 
Revenue Service and the Senate Finance Committee, where she co-authored the 529 College 
Savings Plan. With her proven commitment to lower spending, free markets, and strong 
conservative principles, FreedomWorks for America is proud to support Rosemary Becchi. 

This district has been solidly Republican for more than three decades until Democrat Tom 
Malinowski defeated the incumbent during the 2018 Midterms. It’s rated as a “Toss Up” by 
Cook Political Report.

U.S. HOUSE ENDORSEMENTS

DIRTY 30  

TARGET DISTRICT

Amanda Makki • FL-13
Amanda Makki is the embodiment of the American dream, coming to the U.S. with her 
family as a child to escape the oppressive religious regime of her home country. Makki 
served our country admirably as Army General Counsel at the Pentagon, an advisor to the 
House and Senate, and one of the youngest partners at a prestigious law firm. In choosing 
Amanda Makki, the people of Florida’s 13th District stand to gain not only a formidable 
representative, but a tireless defender of free markets and conservative principles as well. 

Florida’s 13th District is represented by former Governor Charlie Crist who famously dropped 
out of the Republican Party during the Tea Party wave, joined the Democratic Party, and 
endorsed President Obama. While this is a Democrat-leaning district, Crist is vulnerable due 
to his growing unpopularity in recent years. It’s rated as “Likely Democratic” by Cook Political 
Report.

Ted Budd • NC-13
One of the first things Ted Budd did after winning in 2016 was join the House Freedom Cau-
cus. With a 95% rating from FreedomWorks, Ted Budd has built a solid record of standing 
up for principles and consistently stands up for economic freedom and individual liberty. 
In the waning days of the 2018 elections, FreedomWorks for America had to jump into this 
race to help Rep. Budd secure victory as it’s no sure thing for Republicans.  Currently, the 
13th District is rated “Likely Republican” by Cook Political Report.
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Scott Perry • PA-10
With a FreedomWorks’ rating of 95%, Rep. Scott Perry has proven himself a strong ally 
since he ran for Congress in 2012. The bad news is, his race is rated as a “Tossup” by Cook 
Political Report. FreedomWorks will always do all we can to stand with members of the 
House Freedom Caucus, and we’re proud to endorse Rep. Perry for reelection in 2020.

Chip Roy • TX-21
FreedomWorks for America endorsed Chip Roy in 2018 when Texas incumbent Lamar Smith 
announced his retirement.  Since winning his GOP Primary and the 2018 General Election, 
Rep. Roy hasn’t disappointed, earning a 100% rating from FreedomWorks.  

With Democrats making Texas a top focus in 2020, FreedomWorks is going to do all we can 
to support our strongest allies like Rep. Roy. This race is rated “Lean Republican” by Cook 
Political Report.

Steve Chabot • OH-01
Ohio is a presidential battleground state, and Rep. Steve Chabot is a perennial target of 
liberal special interests, yet has remained consistent during his time in office, earning an 
87% FreedomWorks rating since he first ran for Congress in 1994.

Buckeyes have much to be proud of in Rep. Steve Chabot. He has shown himself to be 
a supporter of small government and the First Amendment.  This race is rated as “Lean 
Republican” by Cook Political Report.

Terry Neese • OK-05
Conservatives in Oklahoma have a principled champion of small government and economic 
freedom in Terry Neese. Not only does Terry Neese know what it takes to operate a 
successful small business, she has the impressive distinction of having worked tirelessly 
to pass legislation, which upon being signed into law by President Ronald Reagan, allowed 
female business owners to obtain small business loans and credit cards without a male 
signature. FreedomWorks for America is proud to stand by Neese as she challenges out-of-
touch incumbent Kendra Horn in 2020.  This seat was held by a Republican from 1975 until it 
flipped blue in 2018. Cook Political Report rates this race as a “Toss Up.”

U.S. HOUSE ENDORSEMENTS

DIRTY 30  

TARGET DISTRICT



Few Members of Congress have been blessed with a 
sense of humor like Rep. Thomas Massie (R-KY). With the 
hashtag #sassywithmassie, he regularly sends out witty tweets 
in which he roasts the political establishment in Washington, 
D.C. and styles himself as a “political science denier” and the 
“greenest congressman.”

These characterizations may seem unusual, but for Rep. 
Massie, it’s his way of, well, being sassy. After all, he claimed the 
“political science denier” description after his testy exchange 
over climate change in April 2019 with former Secretary of State 
John Kerry. 

He earned the mantle of “greenest congressman” because 
he lives completely off the grid, running his home on well water 
and solar panels. He also drives a Tesla. 

Rep. Massie’s contempt for the Washington, D.C. political 
establishment and the political status quo was on full display in 
late July. 

The House had just passed the Bipartisan Budget Act of 
2019, H.R. 3877. This bill busted the caps put in place to control 
discretionary spending by more than $320 billion over the next 
two fiscal years, 2020 and 2021.  That move means the federal 
government is now on the trajectory for one trillion dollar budget 
deficits by next year. 

After the vote, Rep. Massie made a privileged motion to 
change the title of the bill to a more appropriate one stating, “I 
have an amendment at the desk to change the title of the bill to: 
‘A bill to kick the can down the road, and for other purposes,’” he 
said to cheers and applause. 

By Jason Pye

MEMBER OF CONGRESS SPOTLIGHT

REPUBLICAN - KENTUCKY 
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Jason Pye,  
Vice President of Legislative Affairs

With a lifetime score of 96% on FreedomWorks’ 
Congressional Scorecard, Rep. Massie, who was elected in 2010, 
is also one of the most liberty-minded Members of Congress. 

The legislative initiative that Rep. Massie is, perhaps, the 
most well known for is the Federal Reserve Transparency Act, 
H.R. 24, which would provide greater insight into the Federal 
Reserve by making it fully subject to regular audits by the 
Government Accountability Office.  It’s more commonly known 
as “Audit the Fed.”

Another more recent legislative initiative introduced by Rep. 
Massie is the Senior Citizens Tax Elimination Act, H.R. 3971. The 
bill would change a 1983 law that required seniors to pay taxes 
on Social Security benefits. 

Benefits haven’t traditionally been treated as 
compensation, but the law was changed for Social Security 
recipients in 1983 when Congress adopted recommendations 
from the National Commission on Social Security Reform, which 
was led by Alan Greenspan. Seniors, of course, have already 
paid taxes through the payroll tax. The result of the change in 
1983 is unfair double-taxation. 

“Although seniors have already paid tax on their Social 
Security contributions via the payroll tax, they are still required to 
list these benefits as taxable income on their tax returns. This is 
simply a way for Congress to obtain more revenue for the federal 
government at the expense of seniors who have already paid into 
Social Security,” Rep. Massie said when he introduced the bill in 
July. “My bill would exempt Social Security retirement benefits 
from taxation and boost the retirement income of millions of 
older Americans.”

The Senior Citizens Tax Elimination Act would simply repeal 
the section of the law that allows for the taxation of Social 
Security benefits. The bill has 20 cosponsors, including Reps. 
Andy Biggs (R-AZ), Matt Gaetz (R-FL), and Jeff Van Drew (D-NJ).  

In addition to “Audit the Fed” and the Senior Citizens Tax 
Elimination Act, Rep. Massie has other great legislative initiatives 
that FreedomWorks has gotten behind, including the End 
Pensions in Congress (EPIC) Act, H.R. 191, and legislation to 
terminate the Department of Education, H.R. 899. 

Sadly, there are few in Congress like Rep. Massie. He’s 
earned a reputation as one of the most intelligent, most 
humorous, and most principled members on Capitol Hill. 
FreedomWorks is proud to count him as a close ally and friend.

CREATE YOUR 
LEGACY  

OF LIBERTY

For more information contact Parissa Sedghi Fornwalt  
at (202) 942-7645 or PSedghi@freedomworks.org 

We would like to invite you to leave a 
permanent legacy for liberty by including 

FreedomWorks in your will or trust. Joining 
our Restore Liberty Legacy Society will 

ensure that whatever new challenges we 
face in the fight for liberty, FreedomWorks 
Foundation will be prepared to meet them.
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Many conservatives were rightly frustrated with the passage 
of the recent two-year budget agreement, which spends a total 
of $320 billion above the spending caps. 

But the real horror story is what House and Senate 
Democrats are preparing to foist on the American people should 
they seize control of the White House in 2020.

With split control of Congress, House Democrats have 
busied themselves passing legislation long desired by the far-left 
base of the Democrat Party, signaling to their base what they 
plan to accomplish if the American people hand them control in 
the next election.

Needless to say, it’s bad.

Liberals’ Socialist Wish List
From reimposing Obama-era regulations on the Internet, 

to stifling economic growth by forcing compliance with 
the non-binding Paris Agreement, to increasing the federal 
minimum wage to $15, Democrats’ plans would kill economic 
growth and burden businesses – all to nobody’s benefit and 
everybody’s harm. 

House Democrats’ alarming 
agenda doesn’t end with their plans to 
deprive Americans of opportunity and 
quash our nation’s entrepreneurial spirit. 

The so-called “For the People Act” 
– which passed in March – includes 
several provisions that run roughshod 
over the freedom of speech and 
freedom of association protected by 
the First Amendment and privacy. 

The bill – which is designed to 
protect Democrat legislators from 
accountability to the voters – would 
expose private citizens who participate 
in the political process, thus opening 
them, and their businesses, to threats 
and intimidation. 

A recent example of the 
intimidation that will come as a result 
of H.R. 1 is the recent targeting of 

donors to the Trump campaign by Rep. Joaquin Castro (D-TX).
And that’s just the beginning. 

Expanding Entitlements
Just before the recess, the House Ways and Means 

Committee held a hearing on the Social Security 2100 Act. 
Ranking Member Kevin Brady (R-TX) and Republican committee 
staff believe that Democrats will eventually markup the bill and 
put it on the floor. 

The Social Security 2100 Act was introduced in February by 
Rep. John Larson (D-CT), who chairs the House Subcommittee 
on Social Security. Subcommittee and Committee chairs rarely 
introduce legislation they’re not serious about passing.

If passed the Social Security 2100 Act would expand Social 
Security benefits, change how the cost-of-living adjustment 
(COLA) is calculated, incrementally increase the payroll tax 
on employers and employees from 6.2 percent to 7.4 percent 
by 2043, gradually eliminate the wage cap, and combine the 
existing Social Security trust funds into a single trust fund.

Overall, the Office of the Chief Actuary of Social Security, 
estimates the Social Security 2100 Act 
would increase taxes by $18.9 trillion 
over the 75-year period.

The bill would also increase 
benefits on net by $3.7 trillion over 
the time frame. It would eliminate the 
current unfunded liability of $13.2 
trillion and create a surplus of $2.1 
trillion.

But the chief actuary doesn’t score 
dynamic impacts on the economy. 
The payroll tax increase will hit every 
American employer regardless of size 
and every employee regardless of 
income level. 

Assuming the individual income 
tax changes made in the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act are not made permanent, the 
top marginal income tax rate will rise to 
39.6% on January 1, 2026. 

By Jason Pye

FEDERAL UPDATE: 
WHAT LIBERALS  

HAVE PLANNED FOR US ALL 
(IT’S BAD)

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT)
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As the American Enterprise Institute’s Andrew Biggs has 
noted, “Most economists, as well as both the SSA actuaries and 
the CBO Social Security analysts, assume that employers fund 
payroll tax or other employee benefit increases by holding back 
on employee wages. Thus, employees would bear the full cost of 
higher Social Security taxes.” 

This effectively would make the top marginal income tax rate 
54.4 percent!

And if Democrats get their way with Medicare for All, it will 
be even worse.  That’s another scheme 
Democrat leaders appear fully behind.

“Medicare for All”
Not long ago, House Budget Committee 

Chairman John Yarmuth (D-KY) asked the 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) for a 
report on certain policy considerations 
related to a single-payer health insurance 
system. 

Yet, he never asked for cost estimates 
– most likely because he wanted to avoid 
an official CBO report that could damage 
Democrats’ chances in 2020.  

Other Democrats – like Sen. Bernie 
Sanders (I-VT) – are pressing ahead with their 
“Medicare for All” scheme with no abandon. 
Senator Sanders’ bill is cosponsored by Sens. 
Cory Booker (D-NJ), Kamala Harris (D-CA), and 
Elizabeth Warren (D-MA). 

In the House, Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-WA) has introduced 
similar legislation which has gathered 117 cosponsors – roughly 
half of the House Democratic Caucus. 

Depending on the estimate, Sen. Sanders’ version of Medicare 
for All will cost anywhere between $32 trillion to $44 trillion 
over ten years. When he introduced the Medicare for All Act in 
a previous Congress, Sen. Sanders provided a list of various tax 
increases to finance the proposal. Those options include: 

• 7.5 percent income-based premium paid by employers 
($3.9 trillion over ten years)

• 4 percent income-based premium paid by households 
($3.5 trillion over ten years)

• Substantial changes to the individual tax code, 
including new rates of 40 percent for incomes between 
$250,000 and $500,000, 45 percent for incomes 
between $500,000 and $2 million, 50 percent for 
incomes between $2 million and $10 million, and 52 
percent for incomes above $10 million ($1.8 trillion over 
ten years)

• Taxing capital gains as regular income (estimate 
included with individual tax code changes)

• A wealth tax on households exceeding a net worth of 
$21 million ($1.3 trillion over ten years)

• Increasing estate tax rates as high as 55 percent and 

applying an additional 10 percent surtax on estates 
valued at more than $500 million for an individual and 
$1 billion for a married couple ($249 billion over ten 
years)

• The Medicare for All Act is not the only bill to watch in 
this area of entitlements. 

Some Democrats have chosen to pursue a “public option” 
over Medicare for All or another single-payer approach. 

Those who push these schemes blame insurance premium 
increases, which their own price controls 
through ObamaCare mandates are at least 
partially to blame for.

Medicare “reimbursement rates” 
average only 87 cents on the health care 
market dollar. The shortfall caused by these 
price controls is passed along to private 
health insurance, causing private insurance 
premiums to skyrocket.

If a “public option” were to pass 
Congress, the cost-shifting that would 
naturally occur from a Medicare-style 
public option would create even higher 
premiums, making private health insurance 
less attractive because of the federal 
government’s ability to undercut private 
health insurance. Comprehensive private 
health insurance would cease to exist.

We Can’t Say We Weren’t Warned
As Americans have seen during the Democrat presidential 

debates, every candidate is, for lack of a better term, trying to 
“out-socialist” the others. 

The few pieces of legislation mentioned at the beginning 
of this piece and the expansion of Social Security and single-
payer health insurance, as well as the heavy tax burden that 
will come from those proposals, are just the tip of the iceberg 
for Democrats. 

The goal is to transform the American economy away from 
what made it the most powerful economy in the world into a 
heavily centralized welfare state in which achievement and 
success are punished. 

And they’re going to go all out in 2020 to make this 
nightmare a reality.

We can’t say we weren’t warned.

Jason Pye,  
Vice President  

of Legislative Affairs

Photos by Gage Skidmore/Flickr

Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA)
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West Virginia Senator Robert Byrd died in 2010 as the longest 
serving U.S. senator of all time. While in office, Byrd predictably 
amassed enormous power such that he was able to shower West 
Virginia’s citizenry with all manner of government largess.

Evidence of Byrd’s generosity with the money of others is all 
over the state. There’s the Robert C. Byrd Highway System, the 
Robert C. Byrd Bridge, the Robert C. Byrd Expressway, the Robert 
C. Byrd Federal Building, the Robert C. Byrd Health and Wellness 
Center, the Robert C. Byrd Institute 
for Advanced Flexible Manufacturing 
Systems, along with countless schools, 
service centers, rest stops on West 
Virginia highways, etc. Byrd delivered 
copious amounts of federal spending to 
the state, but did not deliver prosperity. 
West Virginia remains one of the U.S.’s 
poorest states, and is a monument 
to the flawed thinking popular among 
pundits, economists and politicians 
that says government spending boosts 
economic growth. No, it doesn’t. Wealth 
and capital goods follow talent, which 
means tens of billions were consumed 
in West Virginia only for the proceeds to 
exit the state as its best and brightest 
have been doing for decades.  

Byrd’s failure to deliver his state 
from endless stagnation came to 
mind while reading a recent piece by 
Atlantic staff writer Derek Thompson. 
Writing about a Trump economic 
outlook that he asserts neither side will defend, Thompson 
claims Republicans don’t want to talk up the economy because 
they “don’t like to admit the biggest policy-based reason why the 
economy surged in 2018 and into 2019, which is this: President 
Donald Trump secured the very stimulus that Republicans spent 
years denying President Obama.” No, that’s not a serious view. 

But then Keynesians don’t even bother to try to be serious 
anymore. Having had their analyses so thoroughly warped by 
groupthink for the longest time (Keynes himself, as he neared his 

own end, referred to his many disciples as “those fools”), they’re 
no longer capable of constructing reasonable arguments. None 
dare say it since pundits on both sides increasingly buy into the 
laughable notion that government consumption powers growth, 
but Keynesians are the modern flat earthers.

Really, where does one begin? Implicit in Thompson’s thesis 
is that absent government spending, capital just sits idle. That’s 
not true, though it’s not Thompson’s fault for not knowing it’s not 

true. Most economics professors are 
Keynesians too such that they cheer 
government consumption of wealth 
always and everywhere created outside 
government. Thompson is plainly well 
taught, and that’s the problem. Again, 
there’s no such thing as idle wealth or 
idle money. Banks and brokerages don’t 
take in unspent wealth only to stare 
lovingly at it, rather they immediately 
put it to work. For them to sit on it as 
Thompson plainly imagines they do 
(hence his support of government 
spending to make up for alleged 
private sector parsimony) would be 
for them to bring on rapid insolvency. 
This statement of the obvious rates 
mention given Thompson’s belief that 
consumption is the driver of growth. 
It isn’t, but even if it were, no act of 
saving - short of stuffing money under a 
mattress - ever subtracts from or delays 
consumption. To save is for one to shift 

consumptive ability to others. Or better yet, to shift resource 
access (investment) to others with an eye on future returns.

Thompson’s surely well-meaning guess as to what 
instigates economic growth comes up short, but it’s hard to fault 
the youthful writer too much for taking extra good notes in class. 
Academics believe consumption powers economic growth, and 
by extension so does Thompson. The credentialed (and the 
journalists who hang on their every word) don’t understand that 
consumption is what happens after production. Always. Figure 

By John Tamny

THE DISCIPLES OF KEYNES ARE TODAY’S 

‘FLAT EARTHERS’

The late Sen. Robert Byrd (D-WV)
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that we all have endless consumptive desires, which means no 
government need consume for us. What limits our consumption 
isn’t a lack of desire as much as it’s a lack of investment. 
Investment is what makes it possible for us to produce 
more and more in less and less time. It’s called productivity. 
Investment boosts productivity, which is what economic growth 
is. Consumption doesn’t boost economic growth as Thompson 
presumes, rather it’s a consequence of it.

But since Thompson believes consumption is the source of 
output, it’s only natural that he would believe government waste 
during the Trump years would be the cause of growth. Implicit 
in what’s absurd is that Nancy Pelosi and Mitch McConnell are 
better allocators of precious resources than are Peter Thiel and 
Jeff Bezos. No, that too isn’t serious.

Thompson’s analysis ignores why money is so much more 
meaningful to progress when in the hands of Bezos: he grows 
through constant failure. By his own admission, he’s spent many 
billions on failed ideas. And that’s the point. Bezos is a feverish 
experimenter with a focus on figuring out what works, but even 
his failures aren’t problematic. Bezos emerges from them much 
the wiser. Not so government simply because government never 
has to realize its blunders. 

Government spending, and this includes federal spending, 
is often relentless spending on what’s already revealed itself 
as unwise. Basically it’s waste of the West Virginia variety over 
and over again. Precious resources mis-allocated by politicians 
who don’t have to abide market discipline. They have taxpayers 
that they can regularly return to and who face jail time if they 
don’t hand over their income to them, while private sector 
players recognize that the supply of capital available to them is 
the opposite of endless. To keep investing they must allocate 
resources properly. Not so politicians. 

Taking this further, Thompson’s belief that government 
spending has enhanced modern production would cause the 
most crooked of accountants to blush. It’s double counting of 
the most obvious kind. Governments can only spend insofar 

as the private sector is producing taxable wealth for them to 
spend. Translated, the economic growth that Thompson thinks 
results from government spending has in fact already occurred. 
That’s what enabled the spending. Get it? Implicit in Thompson’s 
worldview is that government spending in Peru, Haiti and El 
Salvador is a fraction of what is spent stateside solely because 
the politicians in those countries are less enlightened, and 
presumably less Keynesian. No, economic growth is slight in 
each country which means tax receipts and the ability to borrow 
against future tax receipts is highly limited because of a lack 
of economic growth. Though he aimed to make a bigger - and 
correct - point about how full of it both sides are, Thompson’s 
attempt at correlation is entirely backwards.

To believe his analysis, the former Soviet Union ran out 
of resources to support its bankrupt regime because it didn’t 
boost the economy enough with lavish spending. Actually, the 
collectivist policies were the reason Soviet officialdom had so 
little to spend. Readers get the picture. Thompson eventually will.

In Thompson’s defense, many Republicans (this likely 
includes the occupant of the White House) believe as he does 
that government spending is the spark that ignites economic 
growth. No, government spending is an effect of growth. 
Thompson put pen to paper with an eye on getting in a clever dig 
at the Trump economy, but all he really succeeded in doing was 
to remind the mildly sapient that Keynesians are the flat-earthers 
of modern times.  

John Tamney, Director of the  
Center for Economic Freedom  

and Vice President

John’s Tamny’s Op-Ed was 
originally placed at  

RealClearMarkets on 
8/23/19
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Clara Del Villar, FreedomWorks’ Director for Senior Initiatives, 
has been speaking with activists on a growing problem: Most 
Americans are unprepared for retirement!

Studies estimate that a whopping 45% of millennials 
(young people born roughly between 1980-2000) are not saving 
for retirement. 

Reasons vary, but young peoples’ rising debt loads is one 
sure explanation. 

Millennials are burdened with double the amount of student 
loan debt than their predecessors. Since 2008, nationwide 
student loan debt has jumped 84% with 40 million Americans, 
mostly millennials, paying off student loans. 

At the same time, young people are investing more in cash 
and fixed income assets than previous generations.

Throughout the recent Democrat debates, we’ve heard calls 
for universal healthcare and expanding the ponzi scheme known 
as Social Security. Our national media says Americans can’t get 
enough of it.

The apparent growth in popularity of these reckless 
programs shows how Americans of all ages are vulnerable 
to the socialist snake oil “solutions” pushed by radicals like 
Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) and Senator 
Bernie Sanders (I-VT). 

The more unprepared Americans are, the more vulnerable 
they will be.

In short, allowing our fellow Americans to continue down 
a path where retirement is an afterthought means there will be 
many who will eagerly trade their freedom and opportunity for a 
socialist nanny state.

Thus, for both younger and more mature American citizens, 
a secure retirement future is just as important as jobs and 
health care. 

Americans are living longer and working longer while 
employer pensions are becoming a thing of the past.  In fact, only 
13% of Baby Boomers currently receive them.

That’s why FreedomWorks stresses retirement preparedness 
at activist events as Clara Del Villa explains the policies and 
political problems that have prevented us from preparing 
ourselves, our children, and generations to come for the years 
that lie ahead.  

The economy may be strong now under President Trump, 
but that will not always be the case.

As past economic shocks have shown, market ups and 
downs always lead to a significant impact on retirement saving.  

As conservatives, we must continually communicate to 
others why planning for the future is so important, and explain 
how taking responsibility for their own futures will put them in 
a stronger position, rather than depending on government to do 
the job.

FreedomWorks will continue to make this a top priority to 
ensure Americans can continue to “preserve life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness.”

By Emily Stack

SENIOR REPORT

SAVING AMERICANS  
FROM SOCIALISTS’ SNAKE OIL 

Emily Stack,  
Director of Grassroots
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Activist Quote: Kaaren Tueber - “Clara’s talk covered topics most of us do not 
hear about but are so important. Especially as we mature, it’s important to learn 
about the senior-related matters such as the size of our retirement nest eggs.”
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Artist? Activist? Carpenter? Welder? Mother? Philosopher?
You can’t sum up FreedomWorks’ activist Miriam Chu in just 

one word.
Over the years, she’s lived in many states and worked in many 

fields, starting from the great state of Georgia to her current residence 
in North Carolina with her husband of ten years, Dr. Willy Chu. In total, 
they have six children together who live across the nation.

Long before the Tea Party Movement became well-known in the 
media, Miriam attended her first local rally in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
protesting a tax hike being pushed by then Gov. Bev Perdue.

Miriam became more active in politics after starting her own 
business in 2008 when she began to notice the intrusiveness of local, 
state, and federal government through confiscatory taxation and 
excessive regulation.  

By 2010, the meetings at Miriam’s local Tea Party were frequently 
standing room only, and she rose to serve as its elected president. 
Pushing for greater activism, she encouraged the group to become 
more active in the community by holding public forums/debates, 
participating in community events, and vetting candidates.

A few years later, she also joined the Moore County Republican 
Women’s Club, ultimately becoming the elected Vice Chair of the 

largest Republican women’s club in the state of North Carolina.
In working with her community, Miriam has pushed for 

Republican groups to be more proactive in community festivals, 
fairs, and parades. She even went so far as to sculpt a larger-than-life 
elephant, Donald Trunk, that has traveled across the state adorned in 
Ronald Reagan attire and riding a red wave. 

Throughout the years she has worked closely with 
FreedomWorks to bring the education and resources our programs 
provide to her fellow North Carolina activists. Fast forward to now, 
Miriam is an avid FreedomWorks supporter, Activist Advisory Council 
member, and donor.

In her time as an Activist Advisory Council member, Miriam has 
filled buses from her region of the state to attend rallies, organized 
social media training sessions, and hosted some of FreedomWorks’ 
leading intellectuals from the Regulatory Action Center and Center for 
Economic Freedom at speaking events. 

From health care rallies held in freezing temperatures to heated 
political climates during the Kavanaugh confirmation, Miriam brings 
the fight to Washington, D.C. when FreedomWorks sends out the call. 

One of Miriam’s firmly-held beliefs and a cornerstone of her 
campaign this year for Vice Chair of the North Carolina Republican 

MIRIAM CHU

GRASSROOTS SPOTLIGHT

By Emily Stack
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Emily Stack,  
Director of Grassroots
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Party is: “A building won’t stand tall without a strong foundation. 
The bricks of the foundation are the grassroots – organized at 
the local level within the precinct.” 

After days of being shut in a stuffy room – packed to the 
brim with delegates from across the state – many conservative 
activists were cranky after attending several days of meetings. 

Some left for home while others looked for the nearest bar. 
Loyal grassroots supporters sat on pins and needles awaiting the 
Vice Chair results – only to have a runoff race! 

Ultimately, the race was decided by a vote of 50.26% to 
49.74%, with Miram Chu declared the North Carolina Republican 
Party’s Vice Chair. With this victory, the grassroots got a huge win.

“It’s the grassroots people who knock on doors and make 
the phone calls, who make the difference. Our focus should be on 
making these people as strong and well informed as possible.” 
That’s a sentiment that many who voted for Miriam feel every day 
on the ground, especially with establishment-backed candidates 
and party loyalists running conventions.

In the September 10 Special Election race for the Ninth 
Congressional District – which gained national media attention 
– Miriam campaigned tirelessly for FreedomWorks for America-
endorsed candidate Dan Bishop. 

In his victory speech, which was televised on Fox News, 
newly-elected House Representative Dan Bishop thanked her for 
her amazing work and her big red truck with it’s rolling “Dan” sign.

Miriam credits her success to FreedomWorks and the 
grassroots for giving her the inspiration, education, and support 
to run and win such a position.

It is through the education FreedomWorks provides on 
issues and how to use social media that helped Miriam make 
the impact she’s making today. Without these tools, activists like 
Miriam feel they would not have the support they need to take on 
the “Swamp.”

The great news is, Miriam is just one example of the many 
millions of FreedomWorks activists who are taking action in their 
local and federal government!

These activists are the reason conservatives should be 
optimistic about the future.

Throughout the years Miriam has worked 
closely with FreedomWorks to bring  

the education and resources 
 our programs provide to 

 her fellow North Carolina activists.



There are few things certain in life such as death, taxes, and 
Democrats calling for District of Columbia statehood during a high 
profile election cycle. While all Democratic presidential primary 
candidates support statehood for the capital of the United States, 
a recent Gallup Poll found that 64 percent of Americans actually 
disagree and for good reason.

The District of Columbia was intended to serve as the federal 
district separate from the states. The Founders did this for multiple 
reasons. For starters, Washington was never supposed to be a 
major residential city. Representation in Congress was a nonissue 
because the concept of a “permanent District of Columbia resident” 
was indeed nonexistent.

The Founders also believed a federal district would protect 
the security of the federal government. It would ensure Washington 
could provide for its own defense without having to go through 
a state level government. The statehood debate has gotten far 
more complicated in the many decades since the establishment 
of our capital. The District of Columbia is home to around 702,000 
residents, including multiple generations of families.

Those Americans deserve equal representation with the rest 
of the country. But that is not really why Democrats are urging 
Congress to act. Democrats are seeking to make the District of 
Columbia a state for political reasons. It is a heavily blue region 
that would thus expand their influence in Congress. Growing 
and consolidating federal power has been a running theme in 
Democratic circles of late. Other examples are calling for automatic 
voter registration, abolishing the Electoral College, stacking the 
Supreme Court, and even federalizing our state elections.

Making the District of Columbia the 51st state would come 
with a whole mess of legal issues. The federal government cannot 
create new states from existing states. Let us not forget that 
Maryland originally gave the federal government the land to create 
the capital. It would be illegal to create a new state with the land 
instead of giving it back to Maryland.

This is where it gets tricky. Should the District of Columbia 
become its own state? No. But should its citizens have equal 
representation in our government? Yes. The issue of “taxation 

without representation” was one of the grievances leading to 
the Revolutionary War. One of the basic tenets of the American 
experiment is equal rights and protections.

Here is an idea. How about shrinking the size of the District 
of Columbia? I am not just talking about the role of the federal 
government, although I would love to shrink that too. Let us redraw 
the lines of the federal district to only include Capitol Hill, the 
White House, the Supreme Court, federal department and agency 
buildings, the monuments, and the national mall.

Return the rest of the land to Maryland. The people living on 
this land would become Maryland residents with full representation 
in Congress. It would increase the state tax base and likely provide 
the blue state with an even stronger Democratic voting majority. 
Virginia did this long ago when it originally ceded land to the federal 
government to create a federal district for the capital. The land was 
later returned to Virginia in 1847.

There are solutions to this problem that preserve the original 
intent of the Founders, while also protecting the rights of District of 
Columbia citizens. Like most things in Washington, these solutions 
are tossed aside in the endless pursuit of political power. If 
Democrats really care about voting rights of residents, they should 
set aside their ambitions to increase the number of Democratic 
seats in Congress and look at real solutions. Return the land to 
Maryland. Let the people vote. If you love them, let them go.

By Adam Brandon 

IS IT TIME FOR THE DISTRICT TO HAVE 
STATEHOOD AND REPRESENTATION?

ONE OF OURS

Adam Brandon, President
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Adam Brandon’s Op-Ed 
 was originally placed in  

Real Clear Markets 
on 7/23/19



OCTOBER 2019     23 

Almost all Americans want to see 
lower prices for prescription drugs. 
Americans don’t deserve to be gouged 
when they need life-saving drugs. 
It’s also unfair that Americans often 
pay higher prices than customers in 
developed nations around the world. 
To solve these issues, too many 
in Congress want to impose state-
mandated price controls.

The research is clear that this 
would only inhibit the development of 
such life saving drugs — which can 
cost as much as $1 billion to develop in the first place. It’s simple 
economics. When the government arbitrarily sets the price of any 
good, the costs are felt elsewhere.

In the case of prescription drugs, price controls remove 
the incentive for firms to innovate and develop new and better 
drugs. The U.S. leads the world in pharmaceutical innovation. 
Price controls, if they delay the introduction of new drugs, would 
therefore be detrimental to the race for the cure of deadly and 
painful diseases — from cancer to MS to Alzheimers — that benefit 
Americans and billions of people around the world.

The solution to the high domestic costs of prescription 
drugs is not to import other nations’ price controls. Sen. Rick 
Scott (R-Fla.) and Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) have put forward nearly 
identical plans to index the price of U.S. prescription drugs to 
those of socialist health-care systems overseas in order to 
presumably save patients’ money.

Price controls are a defining aspect of socialized health-care 
systems that are endemic to Europe and other developed nation. 
These countries hold down costs by merely free loading off of 
American innovation without paying a fair price. The solution is for 
Uncle Sam to enforce American patent rights so that each nation 
pays for the cost of developing the drugs in the first place. This 
would increase funding for new cures.

The Department of Commerce found that price controls in just 
a small number of Organization for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) countries had 
reduced funding by up to $8 billion per 
year, preventing the development of 
three to four new drugs annually.

Another study using data from 
the National Institutes of Health found 
that if all developed countries lifted 
all price controls on prescription 
drugs, the resulting increase in 
pharmaceutical R&D investment 
would yield eight to 13 new drugs 
per year through 2030. What if one 
of these delayed drugs is a cure for 

colon cancer, Parkinson’s or Alzheimer’s?
The U.S. accounted for nearly two-thirds of all new medicines 

introduced between 2011 and 2016. The U.S. also leads the world 
in accessibility to breakthrough drugs.

When these new wonder drugs are introduced to the market, 
they are often very expensive. But over time, as the patents expire, 
these drugs are available at low prices for time immemorial. Hence, 
the sooner drugs are developed, the sooner they are available to 
everyone across the planet. Drugs are also much cheaper forms 
of treatment for disease than surgery or other costly, painful and 
invasive procedures.

Americans shouldn’t have to tolerate a situation where 
foreigners pay much less for made-in America drugs than we pay 
ourselves. That’s not fair. The solution is to enforce patent rights 
and get tough on nations that cheat. This isn’t just a good outcome 
for Americans. This is the best path towards improving health 
outcomes across the world.

With price controls come a reduced incentive to innovate. 
If Republicans truly cared about the private sector and the free 
market, and Democrats truly cared about providing the best health 
outcomes for everyone, both would agree that price controls 
represent a major step backwards.

By Stephen Moore

CONGRESS SHOULD THINK TWICE 
ABOUT IMPORTING DRUG PRICES

WORTH REPEATING

Stephen Moore, 
Senior Economic Contributor

Stephen Moore’s Op-Ed 
 was originally placed in  

The Daily Caller 
on 6/12/19
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REGULATORY ACTION CENTER

PUTS “THE SWAMP” 
ON NOTICE

American spending on 
health care-related expenses is 
reaching record highs. These 
rising costs are putting more and 
more American families in a tight 
bind with no way out. They’re 
increasingly looking to policy 
makers here in Washington, D.C. 
to provide that way out. 

Voters going to the polls in 
2018 cited health care as their top 
issue by a substantial margin. The 
American people are demanding 
answers.

Sadly, policymakers in 
Washington, D.C. respond to 
public pressure by rushing to spit 
out a quick “solution” without 
much thought of the implications 
or the consequences. That’s 
exactly what we’re seeing. 

Washington, D.C.’s misguided 
“solution” to rising prescription 
drug prices is now known as the 
“International Pricing Index” (IPI) 
out of the Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS). This 
proposal would forcibly tie drug 
prices in the United States to those in foreign nations in Europe, as 
well as Canada and Japan. 

Many, if not all, of these foreign nations have some form of 
price controls — a tool big government central planners use to 
stifle the free market. 

If the United States arbitrarily ties our prices to theirs, it would 
effectively be an importation of socialist price controls to America. 
We would also bring along with them the inefficiencies of those 
systems. This includes delayed access to innovative medicines, 
drug shortages, and increased wait times for medication and 
medical care. Any one of these results would be unacceptable.

Perhaps the worst aspect of the IPI is that it puts America 
on the very slippery slope toward single-payer health care. Almost 
every Democrat in and out of government has endorsed some 
form of single payer. Embracing the model of European socialists 
would give them the ammunition they need to power through a full 

takeover of the American health care 
system. 

Worse yet, now they would 
be able to call this takeoever a 
bipartisan proposal because of the 
support for IPI from Trump’s HHS, 
as well as from Senators Rick Scott 
(R-FL) and Josh Hawley (R-MO). It’s 
another layer of cover we cannot 
afford to give the radical Left in their 
war on the free market.

Conservatives and libertarians 
across the nation need to stand 
up and make clear that they 
unequivocally oppose such a 
proposal. 

With the help of our supporters 
and activists, the Regulatory Action 
Center (RAC) is working to do just that. 

The RAC launched into action 
producing research and writing 
to educate the FreedomWorks 
activist community about the issues 
surrounding this proposal and 
giving them the necessary tools for 
engagement.

The impact the RAC’s advocacy 
was having became evident 

in the earliest stages of this fight. HHS issued an Advanced 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPRM) and opened it for 
public comment. The RAC drove over 2,100 comments from 
FreedomWorks activists urging HHS to reconsider its proposal. 

These comments ended up accounting for over 55 percent of 
the total comments submitted to that docket. We had made our 
presence in the regulatory space known to HHS, and they knew it 
would be a tough fight if they decided to move forward. 

Nevertheless, HHS did announce tentative plans to move 
on to the next step of the rulemaking process, despite the 
overwhelming opposition from our community. The RAC once 
again fired up its well-oiled machine to create a groundswell 
against the administration’s pending action. 

This included holding multiple fly-ins for FreedomWorks’ super 
activists to get even more educated about the issue and to canvas 
Capitol Hill, urging their Members of Congress to oppose IPI. 

By Daniel Savickas
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They got the opportunity to hear from policy experts across 
Washington, D.C. and, in the end, FreedomWorks activists 
participated in dozens of meetings with congressional staff and 
Members of Congress across a two-day period. Policymakers were 
put on notice: IPI would not stand with the conservative base.

The RAC also made sure not to let up on the gas pedal when 
it came to HHS either, as they were supposedly only weeks away 
from rolling out their formal Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(NPRM) on IPI. 

FreedomWorks Foundation circulated a petition to HHS 
with signatures from over 5,600 activists urging them to hold 
off and to pursue market-based reforms. These signatures were 
hand-delivered to HHS by FreedomWorks staff.

The word around town was that HHS would move forward 
with the NPRM sometime in June. June came and went without 
any action by HHS, which could be good news.

However, the RAC continued to be a driving force in the 
discussions surrounding this issue. Numerous op-eds were 
published by FreedomWorks staff on the issue, and thousands of 
contacts were made by activists to policymakers — both in writing 
and on social media — to urge them to vocally oppose IPI.

The RAC also conducted numerous livestream interviews with 
policy experts such as Grover Norquist, Ryan Ellis, Alex Hendrie, 
Ken Cuccinelli, Steve Moore, John Tamny, and others to talk about 
how misguided IPI was. 

We also published four white papers to dive into the details 
of IPI and related issues to educate both our activist community 
and experts in Washington, D.C. To this point in the campaign, the 
Regulatory Action Center had driven hundreds of thousands of 
actions by our community to keep up the momentum against this 
thoroughly misguided proposal.

To this day, HHS has still yet to advance IPI to the NPRM 
phase. This is a testament to the RAC’s ability to cut through 
destructive policy proposals and its ability to rally broad grassroots 
support in defense of free market principles. 

It also shows the level of respect this organization has within 
the power structures of government and the voice we have given 
to activists across the country, who otherwise would not have such 
unfiltered access to their leaders.

The RAC has also scored other victories in the meantime. 
Over the last two years, the RAC drove almost 8,000 comments 
to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in support of 
redefining the definition of navigable waters. 

The Obama administration’s previous definition eroded 
the property rights of countless rural Americans, and imposed 
unreasonable regulatory costs on many more. In September, the 
EPA announced it will indeed redefine navigable waters so as not 
to excessively infringe on anyone’s activities on their own land. 
This is an unequivocal victory for FreedomWorks and freedom-
loving Americans everywhere.

In 2018, the RAC drove comments to the Department of 
Energy, in conjunction with the Competitive Enterprise Institute, to 
ask them to create a new class of dishwasher that would be more 
efficient for users. Thanks largely to activist comments driven 
by the RAC — which accounted for over 75 percent of the total 

comments submitted to that docket, the Department of Energy 
announced in August it would grant the petition and create a new 
class of dishwasher.

The RAC was also honored when its founder and director, 
Ken Cuccinelli, was appointed by President Trump to be the Acting 
Director of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). 
No doubt, the former Virginia Attorney General’s contributions to 
simplifying the regulatory framework through the RAC played a role 
in President Trump’s decision to tap him for this prestigious role. 

It was even more encouraging for the RAC to be able to work 
alongside him in his new role by supporting the administration’s 
new asylum rule, which stipulated that anyone seeking asylum 
in the U.S. who passed through a safe country on their way here, 
must also have applied there. 

This is a simple test to weed out those who are simply trying 
to take advantage of the benefits America has to offer from those 
who truly need a safe haven from persecution. FreedomWorks 
activists drove roughly 4,700 comments in support of this 
common sense reform, which accounted for roughly 80 percent of 
the total comments submitted to that docket. 

The RAC is far from done. With a divided Congress for at 
least another year, most significant policy changes in the U.S. will 
originate at the regulatory level. 

There is no doubt that the RAC can and will build on the 
momentum it’s gained over the last couple of years to ensure 
that President Trump follows through on his promise to slash 
regulatory red tape and “drain the swamp” here in Washington, D.C.

Looking ahead, the RAC is primed to drive action on proposals 
to increase oversight over organizations tasked with managing 
organ donations, to eliminate loopholes that allow millionaires to 
game our welfare system to receive benefits for themselves, to 
reduce strict emissions caps that stifle business and innovation, 
and to prevent the IRS from being able to intimidate conservative 
activists by publicizing donor information.

So many activists across the country know to call or write 
their Member of Congress if they have an issue with a bill or piece 
of legislation. However, when the law that is hurting their family 
comes from an unelected bureaucrat, too many people feel they 
have no recourse or opportunity to address their grievances. 

These regulations have just as much force as a bill passed 
through Congress and signed by the President. Luckily, the RAC 
provides these activists and these families with that opportunity to 
have a voice and gives them the tools they need. 

This is why the RAC will be an integral part of the political 
ecosystem for a long time to come and will play a pivotal role 
in reducing the role of government in the lives of everyday 
Americans. Thankfully, we’re already doing it.

Daniel Savickas,
Regulatory Policy Manager
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AN INTERVIEW WITH JIM LAMON
It’s said that true leaders 

always break the mold. 
In 2019, common wisdom 

tells us solar power entrepreneurs 
are tech wunderkinds – 
people building a business for 
“environmental justice,” committed 
to big government, and likely all 
in for Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez’s (D-NY) “Green New Deal.”

Jim Lamon shatters that 
mold in every way. A proud military 
veteran who played football for 
Alabama’s famous head coach 
Paul “Bear” Bryant, Lamon is 
leading the fast-growing solar 
power company DEPCOM Power. 

He is putting freedom into 
practice through his business and 
our wide-ranging conversation 
shows what true leadership really looks like.

Phil Bell: You’re conservative and involved in the solar 
power industry. Many conservatives reflexively think of solar as 
something to avoid, so what made you decide to get involved in 
solar power and switch from coal?

Jim Lamon: I was in the engineering and the construction of 
coal and natural gas power plants for 20 years. I saw the constant 
innovation there. Coal plants got more efficient, and the ones that 
didn’t closed. 

It was the same for natural gas, which became very 
competitive as it grew. We started to see the same thing in solar 
power about 10 years ago, on a utility basis – not rooftop, but big 
utility plants. 

It was a young technology, and needed “big power plant” 
type of knowledge to get to scale to give utilities what they were 
looking for. 

I was blessed to have that background and teammates to 
make it happen. And by the way, I don’t look at this as a political 
issue. It’s simple economics, and now utility solar power has the 
lowest cost of energy in the country. 

Every megawatt we produce is one more megawatt of natural 
gas or coal that we can export from the U.S. That means more drilling 
or mining jobs for exporting gas or coal and more American exports.

PB: I’ve read that solar is growing about half a percent 
per year in terms of the power America generates. So, in 15 to 
20 years, what is the power industry going to look like? What 
percentage would you say solar, natural gas, and coal will make 
up and will there be any coal plants left?

JL: To give you some perspective, we started 10 years ago 
building the first U.S. utility-scale, solar power plants. Solar power 
now makes up 4% of the U.S. grid capacity and is growing about 

0.7% per year. 
Interestingly, 46% of the new 

additions to the grid last year were 
solar. So again, I’m looking at it like 
this is not about winning or losing. 
It’s about America and an all-of-the-
above strategy. 

This is not the Solyndra of 
10 years ago. This is true power. 
And by the way, from a subsidy 
standpoint, those subsidies that 
have taken their useful life have 
gone away as they should. There’s 
only one remaining and that’s the 
investment tax credit. 

For perspective, nuclear is 
about 50% investment credits, 
wind and solar are at 30%, and 
natural gas at 10%. Solar credits are 
declining 5% each year and we’ll be 

down to the same 10% as natural gas in the next few years. Even 
today though, on an unsubsidized basis, utility solar is less than a 
gas-fired installation. 

We’re significantly less than coal and nuclear by magnitudes. 
Nothing against those technologies, but it’s simple economics. 
Obviously, we’re harvesting free energy – the sun. Operations and 
maintenance are very automated. There’s just not that many parts 
to wear out.  

There will still be a few nuclear and coal plants that have been 
built in the last 15 years that are efficient, but the other ones are 
being rapidly closed from an economics standpoint. Natural gas 
will be around, which is a good thing, because we have plenty of 
it. It’s a great resource and that will be your baseload power, with 
wind and solar being our peaking power.  

PB: Now, I want to focus on you. We talked about 
entrepreneurs and innovation, so tell me what it was like when 
you decided that you are not only going to build this business, but 
bootstrap it without debt. How did that process go? What would 
you say to other entrepreneurs that would like to follow you in 
getting involved in an industrial business today?

JL: To start, we formed the company with a core value to 
issue common stock to all of our hires. Over six years, we’ve 
grown the company to be what some of the industry journals 
say is the 5th fastest growing private company in the country. 
Over that period of time, we’ve sold 30% of the company because 
we have seen our stock valuation rise from $2 to over $30. So 
that wealth has been distributed inside the company, to team 
members, for them to put to use in the American economy.  

We like to think we’re kind of special, because we have a 
national championship mindset. At DEPCOM, we don’t want to just 
be the best electrical engineers or best construction manager. 

By Phil Bell 
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We want to be the best business people in our industry. Now 
there’s also giving back to the community. You’re aware of our 
philanthropic efforts of giving 10% of our Net Income to the most 
needy, we also hire veterans first, and buy American first. We’ve 
been given this great country, so we try hard to give back. 

Another key to our success has been emulating Jack Welch’s 
best leadership principles. We do 360-degree peer reviews tied to 
performance bonuses, which holds everybody accountable. Our 
bonus system is also driven in part on growth, but also in part on 
customer surveys. We have many customers that we’re fortunate 
to build plants with so we want to know how we’re doing in their 
eyes because we want to make sure they see us as the company 
they want to work with again. 

In terms of things that have worked well for us that would 
work well for other entrepreneurs, I’d say treat others the way that 
you want to be treated. You want to be a bold leader but you also 
want to care, so focus on the team, because the customers will 
notice our performance. 

If your team is at the peak of their game, they’re smiling – 
literally through the phone. 

You do the right thing, even when it’s hard, and everybody – 
even the Good LORD – is going to notice. 

We also never underestimate our competitors and try hard to 
always have a national championship mindset. 

PB: When you say national championship, you know I’m 
going to ask you about Alabama. What did you learn from playing 
for “Bear” Bryant, and playing football in general, that prepared 
you for the slow and difficult times? 

JL: In two years under coach Bryant, you learn a lifetime of 
giving your best everyday. As he would say, often: “You’ve been 
given this day, when you wake up in the morning, you’re never 
going to get it back. So what are you gonna do with it?” So it 
may be a day that’s a bit down, it may be a day that’s super up. 
But go make the best of every damn day that the Good LORD has 
given you.  

The training intensity that Coach Bryant put us through 
was beyond anything you can imagine. He made you mentally 
tough. Don’t think winning just the game, or just the SEC 
championship – you’re thinking about winning the national 
championship, and there is a direct correlation to that football 
philosophy to life and business.

PB: Those are some great words to live by. Kind of in that 
same vein, what would you say is the best gift you received 

through your military service? In terms of outlook, toughness, etc. 
what has serving in the military done for you?  

JL: You read and hear about how great America is. But you 
don’t really get it until you live and serve overseas. Even in Europe, 
there’s just not the opportunity that you get in America. This 
country is the beacon of hope that President Reagan said it is. 

I could say that one of our proudest core values is our goal 
to hire veterans. As you probably know, about 6% of the U.S. 
populace has served in the military. We’re proud to say that 30% 
of our team are veterans, meaning 500 of our 1,300 American 
workers are veterans. 

PB: How did you find out about FreedomWorks? And what 
is it that distinguishes us from some of the other organizations 
out there?  

JL: Jim Jordan is the center of focus here. He’s an all-
American wrestler. He is inspirational how he loves his country 
and his fellow Americans. 

When I met him, I asked him which organizations we should 
be talking to and supporting. He mentioned that Adam (Brandon) 
and you guys are really good – great patriots supporting the 
America First message. 

PB: Thank you to Jim Jordan for endorsing us! I have one 
more question for you: What did you think of our 2019 Restore 
Liberty conference and would you recommend that others join us 
for the event in 2020?

JL: Absolutely. We’re supportive. We want to see you guys 
grow. The topics discussed – both political and business – and the 
forum in which you did it was very good. I think you really brought 
out the interest of the group there. 

It will be fun for FreedomWorks’ supporters to watch the 
continued growth of DEPCOM Power and Jim Lamon. 

They have a strong opportunity to leave a lasting mark on 
America’s energy picture. 

Hearing Jim’s love and dedication to the principles of 
freedom shows that not only is our energy future bright, but that 
each of us can play a key role to make sure the rest of our future 
is bright as well. 

Phil Bell,  
Director of External Affairs 



They’re Both Wrong: A Policy Guide for America’s 
Frustrated Independent Thinkers
By: John Tamny 

Building on the success of The End of Work, John Tamny will release his latest book, They’re Both Wrong, 
in October 2019. This book is an unapologetic look at what both major American political parties get 
wrong, while covering a wide range of topics, including taxes, immigration, trade, climate, and education. 
As Tamny shows, we’ve seen a drastic decline in objective thinking – and it’s a decline that’s occurred 
across the ideological spectrum.

Triggered: How the Left Thrives on Hate  
and Wants to Silence Us
By: Donald Trump Jr.
On November 5, 2019, Donald Trump Jr. will release Triggered: How the Left Thrives on Hate and 
Wants to Silence Us. In the book, the President’s son exposes all the ways the Left attempts to silence 
conservatives – including “shadow banning” on social media and the demonization of conservative 
principles as “hate speech.” As Donald Trump Jr. says, “This is the book that the leftist elites don’t want 
you to read!”

The Case Against Socialism
By: Rand Paul
Senator Rand Paul (R-KY) shines a bright light on the horrors of socialism in this in-depth historical 
outlook titled The Case Against Socialism. From Scandinavia to Venezuela, Senator Paul clarifies the 
many misconceptions around socialism and how its return would cripple this nation. With socialism’s 
much-touted rise in popularity, it’s more important than ever that conservatives are prepared to give a 
strong defense of free markets and individual liberty. 
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ADAM’S BOOK CLUB

FALL BOOK PREVIEW 

Conservative: Knowing What to Keep
By: Jim DeMint and Rachel Bovard

Conservative values have worked throughout history, and Americans must reclaim them to ensure freedom 
and prosperity survive. The alternative is tyranny and socialism. That’s the core argument made by former 
Senator Jim DeMint (R-SC), Chairman of the Conservative Partnership Institute (CPI), in his new book, 
Conservative: Knowing What to Keep.  The book is co-authored by Rachel Bovard, Senior Director of Policy 
at CPI and was just released on September 24.

We’ve just launched “Adam’s Book Club” for FreedomWorks investors – Adam’s favorite pro-free market books, which are just now 
hitting bookstore shelves.  

Just go to the website below to get a copy of the book or books you’re most interested in – and help support FreedomWorks’ 
mission for less taxes, limited government, and more freedom! FreedomWorks.org/bookclub
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FreedomWorks is always working to build strong and useful 
partnerships across the liberty movement. We believe working 
together enables us to make even more of a difference.

With the Left growing more radical by the day, we have to 
continually find ways to fight more effectively and make more of an 
impact with our donors’ investments.

One important partner we’ve found is Young Americans for 
Liberty (YAL).  And as you’ll see, our work with YAL so far this year 
has been action-packed.

As FreedomWorks’ supporters understand, one of our greatest 
assets is our grassroots activists all over the country whom we 
educate on free-markets and individual liberty. YAL uses this same 
model to reach college students, boasting hundreds of chapters 
on campuses around the country that reach tens of thousands of 
students each year.

YAL’s reach does not stop there. Like FreedomWorks, YAL 
has invested heavily in social media outreach. That’s enabled 
both FreedomWorks and YAL to work together to further grow our 
movement within the conservative and liberterian communities.

FreedomWorks has become an ongoing sponsor of YAL’s 
annual regional conferences which have already reached over 2,000 
activists and young people this year.  

For YAL’s Philadelphia and Memphis regional conferences, 
we sent both staff and speakers. And this fall, Adam Brandon took 
to the main stage at YAL’s Detroit regional conference to discuss 
free markets and individual liberty directly with the future of the 
conservative and libertarian movement. 

We’ve also been able to partner with Young Americans for Liberty 
on a brand new college campus tour, which will kick off in Pennsylvania. 

FreedomWorks Federal Affairs Manager, Sarah Anderson, 
will tour Pennsylvania Young Americans for Liberty chapters to 
discuss our efforts on criminal justice reform both at the state and 
federal levels – including the recently-passed First Step Act and 
our current campaigns on prison reform and civil asset forfeiture. 

In addition to these educational efforts, FreedomWorks has 
also found ways to partner on elections through Young Americans 
for Liberty’s, “Operation Win at the Door” program. 

In June, FreedomWorks for America and Young Americans for 
Liberty held two “Days of Action” supporting Tina Freitas for Virginia 
State Senate in Virginia’s 24th Senate District and Paul Milde for 
Virginia House of Delegates in Virginia’s 28th House District. 

We knocked on hundreds of doors and sent over 10,000 text 
messages in support of both candidates in the days before the 
election. While Freitas came up short, Paul Milde won his primary 
by less than 200 votes.

Looking ahead to 2020, FreedomWorks will continue to partner 
with Young Americans for Liberty whenever and wherever possible. 

If we are going to succeed as a movement, all organizations 
on the Right will need to work together toward a common goal:  
Securing freedom for ourselves and future generations.

Joining forces is something the Left still does far better than 
us. The partnership between FreedomWorks and YAL is a model we 
hope to replicate with other groups and encourage others to follow.

Colby Bledsoe,  
Director of Campaigns

By Colby Bledsoe

YOUNG AMERICANS  
FOR LIBERTY

PARTNER PROFILE:

Adam Brandon with YAL President Cliff Maloney
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ACTIVIST EVENT HIGHLIGHT

By Emily Stack

Between activist fly-ins in South Carolina (August 17) and 
Texas (August 31), FreedomWorks’ grassroots certainly had an 
action-packed August.

At each of these events, activists of all ages participated 
in policy-packed educational sessions dedicated to fighting 
socialized medicine.

For our first stop in Columbia, South Carolina, 75 activists 
drove in from both South Carolina and Georgia. Following this 
event, FreedomWorks staffers Kathy Hartkopf and Allen Page 
immediately started preparing for the second stop in Frisco, 
Texas where 50 of Texas’ top activists drove in for a full day of 
learning about issues and training on how to make more of an 
impact for freedom.

For these regional events, FreedomWorks continued fighting 
socialized medicine through educational workshops, highlighting 
our opposition to the International Pricing Index and budget caps 
on Medicare Part D.

As FreedomWorks’ supporters are well aware, these are two 
Big Government proposals that claim to lower American drug 
prices, but actually both increase prices and limit access to life-
saving medicines. 

As is typical under socialism, it’s the worst of both worlds.
With these proposals being offered by both Democrats 

and Republicans, this was another example of FreedomWorks’ 
grassroots activists leading the fight against government 
overreach and promoting free-market solutions.

In these sessions, activists heard from FreedomWorks 
policy experts Clara Del Villar, John Tamny, and Dan Savickas 
about the negative side effects of injecting the American 
healthcare system with a heavy dose of socialist policies. Both 
groups also heard from experts discussing election security and 
the case for conservative justice reform.

To help encourage the case for conservative healthcare 
reform, FreedomWorks activists in the state of South Carolina 

FREEDOMWORKS ACTIVISTS’ 
AUGUST BLITZ



Emily Stack,  
Director of Grassroots
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alone wrote more than 150 handwritten thank you notes to Members of Congress who stood 
strong in opposition to the International Pricing Index and inflationary caps in Medicare Part D.

During these two events, FreedomWorks showed activists how to amplify their voices and 
gain even more influence. In fact, several activists gave testimonials to show others how effective 
the tactics we teach are.

As a result, attendees began using social media to send their representatives their message to 
fight against socialism and created great photos and videos, which were shared across social media!

As the day died down at both events, all were left with a parting message from FreedomWorks 
Senior Fellow Rev. C.L. Bryant, “We the American people are still in charge of this country.”

But it’s up to grassroots Americans to continue to hold Washington, D.C. accountable.
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