
 

 

KEY VOTE NO: H.R. 3082 FULL YEAR CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATION ACT 2011 AND “OMNIBUS” SUBSTITUTE 

 
December 15, 2010 
 
Dear Senator,  
 
On behalf of over one million FreedomWorks members nationwide, I urge you to vote no on H.R. 3082, which as 
currently formulated would fund the government for the next ten months at current 2010 levels. With Congress 
failing to pass any of the required 12 annual appropriation bills, leaders have opted to put forth a massive $1.1 
trillion continuing resolution that includes a number of costly provisions. If the proposed “omnibus” spending bill is 
introduced as a substitute for the continuing resolution, we also encourage you to vote against that. 
 
On November 2nd, the American people’s voices were heard at the ballot box. Overwhelmingly, these voters choose 
to limit the size and scope of government. In just the past two years, total government spending has increased by 
16.8 percent. With an estimated $1.3 trillion deficit in 2010 and national debt now over $13 trillion, Congress must 
take action to curb spending, not pass bills that maintain and even grow the size of our too big federal government. 
The continuing resolution would maintain government spending at bloated 2010 levels.  
 
We also urge you to oppose the omnibus spending bill that has been drafted as a substitute. This alternative bill is 
even worse. It spends $1.3 trillion and includes over one billion to fund the unpopular new health care law. The 
nearly 2,000 page bill includes an estimated $8 billion in earmarks for at least 6,600 pet projects. Furthermore, this 
costly omnibus was crafted in secrecy and outside of the normal appropriation process.  
 
Also troubling is that the FDA Food “Safety” Modernization Act has been inserted into the continuing resolution and 
the omnibus spending bill. This misnamed bill will grant the federal government unprecedented control over our 
diets while not making our food any safer.  If Congress votes on this overreaching bill, it must be done through 
transparent and constitutional means, not as something stuffed into another 2,000 page turkey of a bill. 
 
Instead of passing either of these massive spending bills, the Senate should instead pass a short term continuing 
resolution to fund the government until the new Congress can prepare a better bill that reduces spending. The 
Republican Study Committee (RSC) has introduced a proposal to reduce domestic discretionary spending levels to 
FY2008 pre-bailout levels.  Perhaps the new Congress might go further and propose a reduction to the even lower 
FY2006 levels, the last budget before the Democrats took over and ratcheted-up spending.  Such spending cuts 
would move us in the right direction, while the continuing resolution and the omnibus spending bills do the opposite.  
 
We will count your vote on the H.R.3082, Full Year Continuing Appropriation Act 2011 and/or the “omnibus” 
substitute, as a KEY VOTE when calculating the FreedomWorks Economic Freedom Scorecard for 2010. The 
Economic Freedom Scorecard is used to determine eligibility for the Jefferson Award, which recognizes members of 
Congress with voting records that support economic freedom.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Matt Kibbe 
President and CEO        
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