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Support the District of Columbia-Maryland
Reunion Act, H.R. 472

On behalf of our activist community, I urge you to contact your representative and ask him or her
to cosponsor the District of Columbia-Maryland Reunion Act, H.R. 472. Introduced by Rep.
Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.), the District of Columbia-Maryland Reunion Act would retrocede
residential areas of Washington, D.C. into Maryland.

Congressional Democrats have signaled their intent to add new states to the Union, beginning
with the District of Columbia and, quite possibly, Puerto Rico. Just last year, the House of
Representatives voted along party lines to make D.C. a state. The Senate never considered that
bill.

The Framers of the Constitution never intended to make the “District” mentioned in Article I,
Section 8 of the Constitution a state. The Constitution must be amended to make Washington,
D.C. a state. As Roger Pilon of the Cato Institute once noted, this has been the conclusion of
every presidential administration since John F. Kennedy, with the exception of the Obama
administration. During the Obama administration, the Office of Legal Counsel (OLC) did
actually find that D.C. statehood was unconstitutional, but OLC was overruled by then-Attorney
General Eric Holder.

Democrats want to make the District of Columbia a state for one reason and one reason alone:
power. The addition of the District of Columbia as a state would mean one new voting member
in the House and two new senators. Considering voting patterns in the District of Columbia, it’s
fairly safe to say these would be Democratic seats.

The fact of the matter is that statehood for D.C. is unconstitutional, but there are other ways, with
historical precedent, to address this issue. The original federal district included land ceded to the
Congress by Maryland and Virginia. In July 1846, Congress passed legislation to allow
Arlington and Alexandria to retrocede into the Commonwealth of Virginia. The retrocession was
accepted by the Virginia General Assembly in March 1847.


https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/472
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2020122
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/31/AR2009033104426_pf.html

The District of Columbia-Maryland Reunion Act would retrocede residential areas of the District
of Columbia into Maryland, leaving a small area designated as the National Capital Service
Area. Among other transition provisions, the District of Columbia-Maryland Reunion Act would
make the Delegate for the District of Columbia a member of the House from Maryland, as well
as other statutory changes needed to transition the District of Columbia into Maryland. The
increase in members of the House would be temporary.

The District of Columbia is known for using “no taxation without representation” on license
plates. This throwback to the days of the American colonists who used the phrase in response to
taxes passed by the British Parliament. American colonists had literally no representation in the
British Parliament. Residents of the District of Columbia, however, do have representation in the
House.

Still, retrocession of residential areas in the District of Columbia is a way to address this issue in
a responsible way, without the very significant constitutional concerns that making the District of
Columbia a state would bring. For these reasons, I urge you to contact your representative and
ask him or her to cosponsor the District of Columbia-Maryland Reunion Act, H.R. 472.
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